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nating the region for miles around, with its towers,
its keep, its dungeons, where lions were once kept
for the amusement of the Christian Commander*
Back in Addis Ababa, the capital, modern invention
and ancient tradition are inextricably mingled:
the Ford car disputes the rights of a metalled road
with a variegated crowd of pack-animals, military
commanders, Christian and Mohammedan* slaves>
diplomatic representatives, merchants oftall nations.
One is familiar with evasions, excuses, and even
denials of the existence of slavery in other territories
of the world. Not so in Abyssinia* It is admitted
that slavery exists everywhere in the country;
indeed it is openly asserted that the whole economic
structure of the country reposes on slave-owning,
Ras Tafari, the mouthpiece for the time being of
the great Rasses of Abyssinia, has frankly admitted
all this and a great deal more. But he contends,
quite truly, that he is incapable at present of deal-
ing single-handed with the situation, and that, with
the best of intentions, it will take him yeans to
abolish even slave-dealing, much less slave-owning,
What Ras Tafari appears incapable of recognising
is that it is perfectly useless to attempt to put down
slave-dealing until &ws~owning is abolished.
There is one drawback in dealing with slavery
in Abyssinia, namely* that probably the most
authoritative document on the whole subject is
withheld from the public* In ig%2 the League
of Nations decided to embark upon its enquiry